Qingtian Rice-Fish Culture
() ]_ System was a pioneer site
selected by the FAO for
support under the GIAHS
initiative. Rice and fish
co-exist and support each
other in the system, which
exemplifies synergy of
cropping and fish farming
and the comprehensive use

of natural resources.

Qingtian county is located in the mountainous region of southeastern
Zhejiang province. Its rice-fish culture is favored by nature as
subtropical monsoon climate brings abundant rainfall to the hilly land.
1,200 years ago people began to raise fish in rice fields, a practice
passing on through generations until the present time. Now among the
8,700 ha of paddy fields in Qingtian, 5,300 are managed under this

system.

Rice-fish culture is a comprehensive resource use system, where rice
feeds and shelters fish and fish helps control weeds and pests, loosen
soil and fertilize the field. Under this cycling system, chemical use is
minimized and biodiversity increased. The paddy is under ecological

balance and delivers good rice and fish.

Thousand years of development makes unique culture out of the system,
which has shaped the daily life of local people. At time of tasting
new rice, farmers will also offer cooked fish from the paddy fields as
sacrifice to their ancestors and the Gods of Heaven and Earth.. And the

Fish Lantern Dance is performed at festivals and days of celebration.
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Fish lantern dancing
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Dried fish making
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